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the  offerings   are   made.    On  the   conclusion   of  the ancestor worship, the two headmen go to a liquor shop, and exchange drinks of toddy.    This exchange is called rnel  sambandham   kural, - or   proclaiming   relationship, -After the lapse of a few days, the girl's family is expected to pay a return visit, and the  party should include at least  seven  men.    Betel is  again exchanged,  and   the guests are fed, or presented with a small gift of money. When marriage follows close on betrothal, the girl is taken to the houses of her relations, and goes through the nalugu ceremony, which consists of smearing her with turmeric paste, an oil bath, and presentation of betel and sweets. The auspicious day and hour for the marriage are fixed by  the   Valluvan,   or  priest  of the   Paraiyans.      The ceremonial is generally carried through in a single day. On the morning of the wedding day, three male and two married female  relations  of the bridegroom go to the potter's house to fetch the pots, which have been already ordered.    The potter's fee  is a fowl, pumpkin, paddy, betel, and a few annas.    The bride, accompanied by the headman  and  her relations, goes  to  the  bridegroom's village, bringing with her a number of articles called petti varisai or box presents,    These consist of a lamp, cup, brass vessel,   ear-ornament called kalappu,  twenty-five betel leaves and areca nuts, onions, and cakes, a lump of jaggery (crude sugar), grass mat, silver toe-ring, rice, a bundle of betel leaves and five cocoanuts, which are placed inside a bamboo box.    The next item in the proceedings is the erection of the milk-post, which is made of a pestle of tamarind or Soymida febrifuga wood, or a green bamboo.    To the post leafy twigs of the mango or pipal  (Ficns  retigiosa) are tied.     In some places, a pole of the Odina Wodier tree is said to be set up, and afterwards planted near the house,  to see if it will grow. vi-7